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4.1. Methodological overview

® The methodology followed in this course is oriented towards the achievement of the learning
objectives.

® Students are expected to participate actively in the class throughout the semester.
® Further information regarding the course will be provided on the first day of class.

® The approach, methodology and evaluation of this guide are
prepared to be the same in any teaching setting. They will conform to
socio-sanitary conditions of each moment, as well as the indications given
by the competent authorities

4.2. Learning tasks

Theoretical lectures.
Practical lectures.
Individual work.
Personal study.
Assessment activities.

4.3. Syllabus

The course will address the following topics:



1. Prehistory in cinema and cinema in Prehistory. Palaeolithic daily life seen from "Hollywood". From
his ?Prehistoric Past? by Charles Chaplin (1914) to Alpha (2018). The success of preconceptions
(dinosaurs and humans). Incursions of social phenomena in the vision of Prehistory (the Beatles and
their ?Cave Man?). Scientific-based film adaptations to Prehistory, Ethnography and Anthropology
(anachronisms and successes): La guerre du feu, The clan of the cave bear, Alpha. Documentary
Approaches, from Edward S. Curtis to Werner Herzog. The "cinema" in prehistoric art: shadows,
games and early animations.

2. Cannibals, scavengers and hunters: survival strategies among the first hominins and their anthropoid
relatives (gorillas and chimpanzees). The demystification of the great theories: the human being as
the only manufacturer of tools; Australopithecus or Leopards? (Brain vs Dart); the "fierce hunters”
of Torralba /Ambrona (Binford vs. Howell); the Mousterian facies as a result of tribe?s mobility or
the functionality of the settlement (Binford vs Bordes). Other opinions.

3. Foragers vs hunter-gatherers? Terminology, concept and definition. The functionality of the
settlements. Base camps vs hunting sites in the Middle Palaeolithic: Gabasa and Pefia Miel. Hunting
places, permanent habitats and sanctuaries in the Magdalenian. The organization of the interior
space in Palaeolithic sites (the case of the Abauntz cave).

4. Mobility. Remains of human tracks. Natural and anthropized territories and landscapes. Travel and
maps. Aggregation sites. The great Palaeolithic sanctuaries. Thematic background in the Paleolithic.
Themes and signs as distinctive and territorial markers. Decorated bones as signs of mobility.
Territory, mobility, sacred spaces and art: the case of the Aboriginal People of Arnhem Land.

5. Raw materials as indicators of mobility. The cases of the caves of Fuente del Trucho and Chaves.

6. Analysis of bone remains as indicators of human mobility (economy and migration). The application
of isotopic analysis on human remains: analysis of stable carbon and nitrogen isotopes in the
reconstruction of the paleodiet and analysis of strontium isotopes as mobility markers.

7. Sex in Prehistory: reproduction as a survival strategy among the first hominids. Erotic scenes,
homosexuality, pregnancy and childbirth.

8. Altered states of consciousness. Drinks, dances, music and drugs. Shamanism, religion and trance.
Cases from ethnography. Poppy and other opiates. The case of cueva de los Murciélagos (Albufiol).
Music in Prehistory: Sound spaces and musical instruments.

9. The last hunter-gatherers and competition with the first farmers. Levantine art as a narrative
document of daily life: 1- hunting scenes with bows or boomerangs; 2.- War scenes: battles, military
parades and execution scenes; 3.- Ludic or ceremonial activities: the collective capture of live deer;
dance scenes; 4.- Economic activities: collection of honey and vegetables; agriculture and herding;
5.- Beliefs: representations of praying people.

10. Violence in Prehistory and in nonliterate societies. Concept and theories. Origin and types of
violence. Markers of the existence of violence: rock art, wounds, trepanations. Weapon
improvement. Appearance of the War. Defensive fortifications. Warrior societies.

11. The last trip 1. Concept of death between species. First ideas of the transcendental, burials and
rituals in the Middle Paleolithic (Homo neanderthalensis) and in the MSA (Homo sapiens).
Paleolithic burials and their ritual. Mesolithic burials. Funeral rituals in Near East Neolithic.

12. The last trip 2. Megalithic burials and sepulchral caves. A whole life preparing the eternal dream.
The reuse of graves.

13. Ceremonial centers and private sanctuaries. Gobeckli Tepe, Catal Huyuk? Solar temples and
astronomical observatories.

4.4. Course planning and calendar

Further information concerning the timetable, classroom, office hours, assessment dates and other details
regarding this course will be provided on the first day of class or please refer to the Facultad de Filosofia y
Letras.

See the academic calendar of the University of Zaragoza (
http://academico.unizar.es/calendario-academico/calendario) and the website of the Faculty of Philosophy

and Arts (Schedule of classes: https://fyl.unizar.es/horario-de-clases#overlay-context=horario-de-clases;
Examination schedule: https://fyl.unizar.es/calendario-de-examenes#overlay-context=)

More information will be provided on the first day of class.
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